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The simplest proved procedure available today 
forxeducjn g the hazard of cigarettes is the design of a product that d e¬ 
li vers less “tar” and nicotin e. The formation of cancer depends on “tar” 
dose, both in the laboratory and in the human population ( 1-5). Probably 
the incidence of various smoking-connected cardiovascular fatalities is 
dependent on the consumption of nicotine ( 6 ). Ultimately, it may be pos¬ 
sible to design cigarettes which provide satisfaction without harmful “tar*’ 
and nicotine. Until the efficacy of such cigarettes has been demonstrated 
in the consumer population, it is desirable that efforts be made to reduce 
t he nicotine and general “tar” level of existing cigarettes as much as 
possible. 

The levels of “tar” and nicotine delivery by various types of cigarettes 
have been published. The methodology and terminology varied, but com¬ 
parisons among different ty’pes of cigarettes within the same series are 
valid and much can be learned from them. Reports of “tar” delivery by 
specific brands of cigarettes have been published in the “Readers Digest” 
(7) and in “Consumer Reports” (5). Wynder and Hoffmann tested the 
"tar” delivery of various brands of cigarettes in 1959 (0). In 19G7, the 
^tar” and nicotine levels of American cigarettes were reported by Moore 

ah (10). This presentation concerns additional comments on this study 
and recent assays conducted at our laboratory'. The methods by which the 
data were obtained were described earlier (10). They differ from those 
adopted by the Federal Trade Commission in 1967 in that the “tar” de¬ 
livery is reported as total wet “tar.” Subtraction of water and nicotine 
Weis gives smaller absolute values for the “tar” delivery but does not 
affect the relative values among presently available brands. 
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